Glorify God, grow disciples, and meet the needs of our neighbors.
GATHERING
ANNOUNCEMENTS


PRELUDE
Love is Flowing

Darlene Sims
Katia Dinas

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good.
People: The Lord is my strength and my might; the Lord has become my salvation.
Leader: The Lord’s steadfast love endures forever.
People: We sing glad songs of victory!

Katelyn Spivey, Lay Liturgist

OPENING HYMN
The Day of Resurrection

GTG 233
LANCASHIRE

CALL TO CONFESSION
When we keep our faults and failures locked safely away, we have no need to confess. But God comes into our hearts when we
least expect, so we can be filled with forgiveness, with hope, with peace. Let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God of empty tombs and emptier people, when we hesitate to speak of your hope, forgive us, and give us a voice. When
we find it difficult to love one another, forgive us, and give us fresh compassion. When we want to stand with the high and
mighty, forgive us, and seat us next to the poor and oppressed. When we stay locked behind our fears and doubts, forgive
us, and send us out to share your grace. When we cannot believe your Word of new life, forgive us, and fill us with your
joy, through the risen Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
SILENT CONFESSION
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Christ comes into every shadowed corner of our lives with the light of Easter.
Christ comes into the locked rooms of our faults and gifts us with grace and hope.
Christ comes to fill us with peace, so in the power of the
Spirit we may proclaim the good news of mercy and forgiveness for all. Thanks be to God!
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

GTG 582
GLORY TO GOD

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, and
to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ANTHEM

John Ness Beck

Help Us Accept Each Other
Katia Dinas, pianist

Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; teach us, as sister, brother, each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.
Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people, for all not just for some, to love them as we find them or as they may become.
Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,
We need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on: renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one!
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING
John 20:19-31
SECOND READING
Psalm 150
SERMON

Rev. Dr. Ken Ritchie
“Joining the Chorus of Praise”

RESPONDING
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Confession of 1967, 9.26
Life in Christ is life eternal. The resurrection of Jesus is God’s sign that he will consummate his work
of creation and reconciliation beyond death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ.
HYMN OF MEDITATION
Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.
OFFERING
Offertory
Doxology

Prelude Op. 28, No 6
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise him, all creatures here below.
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
O God who gives, empower us to release our grip on the treasures you
have entrusted to us so that we can offer them back to you
for those who live in the shadows of poverty, for those who walk
the streets of loneliness, for those who long for peace and justice.
In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Frédéric Chopin
GTG 606

SENDING
HYMN OF DEDICATION
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks

GTG 240
ALLELUIA NO. 1

CHARGE & BENEDICTION
We will glorify God, grow disciples, and meet the needs of our neighbors.
CHORAL BENEDICTION
O How He Loves You and Me
O how he loves you and me! O how her loves you and me! He gave his life.
What more could he give? O how he loves you; O how he loves me; O how he loves you and me!
___________________________________________________________
Stand as you are able
GTG-Glory to God Hymnal

JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE AND LUNCH
Faith United and Iglesia Emmanuel will have joint worship service to
celebrate confirmation on May 1. Four youth will be confirmed in their
faith! Following the service there will be a lunch. The menu will be
fajitas. The people of Faith United will sign up to bring, soft drinks, tea,
and water. Also, set up (Sat. 4/30, 1 p.m.) and clean up (Sunday). Both
churches will bring desserts. There is a signup board in the Narthex. If
you are not present this week in person, you are encouraged to call the
church or send an email with what you plan to bring. We hope you can
be present for this very special worship and time of fellowship on May 1!
For more information, contact Pastor Ken or Kurt Booth.

We now have online giving available. Just scan the QR Code to the right with
your smart phone or go to our website and click the “Give Now” button.
www.FaithUnited-pc.com You will have the option to set up your giving
profile. This will make it easy to login anytime you are ready to give, even
designated giving like Special Offerings, Building Repairs or the Garage Fund.
You can also select to donate the 2% fee so Faith United does not incur it.

PRAYER LIST
Dale Durcholz
Mike Jones
Kathie Heffler
Dennis Van Deventer
George & Mozelle Mills
David Duell
Homebound or Recovering: Freddie Simmons,
Charley Rae Furrh (Terri Russell’s cousin)

PATRICIA

Pastor Ken is leading a midweek devotion, Praying the Beatitudes, each Wednesday.
Jesus began his Sermon on the Mount with these provocative and comforting statements
of blessing. In many ways, the Sermon on the Mount is a disciple’s training manual. What
does it mean to be a follower of Jesus in these chaotic and anxious times? How might
praying the beatitudes form and shape our faith and faithfulness? Each Wednesday a new
video offering will be posted to the church’s Facebook page and YouTube channel. If you
like the Facebook page and/or follow the YouTube channel you will get notice when they
have been uploaded. Join us and spread the word! Perhaps someone who is not part of
our church might be interested!

The Session recently approved an Emergency Safety Plan. It is a
comprehensive plan that seeks to insure the health, safety, and well-being of
all staff, visitors, and parishioners of the church. We are seeking volunteers
to serve on the Safety Team that will begin to implement the plan. If you are
interested or you know someone who might be interested, please call the
church office or contact Pastor Ken.

FUPC Choir and Music leadership
Soprano
Marissa Guerrero
Mary Marxer
Lois Norton
Barbara Ritchie
Gerry Shotswell
Katelyn Spivey

David Pierce, Director of Music
Alto
Patti Sloey
Jessica Stottlemyer
Renee Wensley

Katia Dinas, Pianist
Tenor
Kyle Feather
Jeremy Rohwer
Houston Burns

Bass
Kurt Booth
Hawkins Burns
Rich Lewis
Zachary Rohwer

OPENING HYMN

HYMN OF MEDITATION

HYMN of DEDICATION

The Session
Rev. Dr. Ken Ritchie, Moderator of Session
Rich Lewis, Clerk of Session & Treasurer
Class of 2022
*Kathleen Ferguson, W&M
*Debbie Menefee, CL
*Katie Miller, CE
*Tracy Tiemann, B&G
Class of 2023
*Courtland Lewis, O&E
*Patti Sloey, Finance
Brenda Burkham, CL
Class of 2024
Kurt Booth
Frank Fehmel
Terrie Russell
Nancy Smith
______________
* denotes Committee Chair
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Ken Ritchie,
Ken@FaithUnited-pc.com
Business Manager: Brenda Swindle,
Brenda@FaithUnited-pc.com
Director of Music: David Pierce
Pianist: Katia Dinas
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